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La Puebla

This tour takes you round the historical 
quarter of the village, a pleasant stroll 
through its streets that takes about an hour 
and a half, on which you can see and learn 
about its most important heritage features. 
Although you will see the different façades 
of the magnificent Royal Monastery of 
Guadalupe during your walk, this tour 
doesn't cover the visit inside it as this can 
only be done with a guide, so we didn't think 
it needed describing here.
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only be done with a guide, so we didn't think 
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La Puebla

Our route starts from the Tourist Information Centre in the Plaza de Santa María, 
where you can get information about this tour around Guadalupe, its monastery and the 
many attractions in the region of Villuercas, Ibores and Jara. Even if you visit outside the 
Tourist Information Centre's opening hours the information panel outside it is very useful, 
which has a detailed map of the village and all the information needed to do this tour, as 
well as other interesting tours for visitors. Throughout this route you will find signposts 
and explanation panels which will help you complete it without worrying about getting 
lost.

Before starting your tour it is best to plan your visit inside the monastery, which, as we 
have already said, must be done on a guided tour. You can visit before or after your walk, 
but whichever you choose to do it is best to find out the group entrance times so you can 
make the most of your time and not miss anything.

From the Plaza de Santa María, we will start our tour by going down the Calle del Veneno 
and passing under the Arch of El Chorro Gordo, the first of the various medieval arches 
we will come across on our route, which used to form the gates to the walled areas of 
Puebla de Guadalupe. After going through it and turning left to go along the street also 
called Chorro Gordo, our walk continues along the Calle Llana towards the Arch of El 
Tinte, streets that clearly evoke the Jewish past of many of the village's houses. Once we 
have passed under the Arco del Tinte, we will continue first along the street of the same 
name to our left and then along those of Fray Andrés, Caldereros and Berganza, 
enjoying the village's many small details and corners. First we will pass one of the many 
fountains in the village, the Fuente del Ángel, which gets its name from the roughly 
carved figure the water jet comes out of; then by the house of the shepherd Gil Cordero, 
who history identifies as the discoverer of the image of the Virgin of Guadalupe and the 
bearer of her message to build the first chapel.

Next we will walk towards the Arch of Las Eras, one of the gates of the outer area of 
Puebla Baja, which will lead us into one of the most beautiful streets in Guadalupe and 
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Walls And Gates Of Guadalupe

Four different walled areas can be 
distinguished in Guadalupe. The first, 
primarily defensive, enclosed the buildings 
of the monastery. The second is that of the 
vegetable gardens, which closed off the 
cloister of the monastery, inside which the 
monks carried out their “ora et labora”. In 

th
the first half of the 16  century the walls 
were extended to protect the houses of the 
Pueblas Alta and Baja and other parts of 
the monastery beyond the main building. 
These walls were not really defensive or 
religious, but rather for administrative, tax 
and police control, and to complete them 
gates were built in the streets themselves, 
between the houses. The first of these 
enclosures is that of the square, built for 
security reasons given the massive influx of 
pilgrims and their commercial activity, and 
it has three gates in each of the historic 
streets that led up to it: the Arch of Sevilla, 
Arch of El Chorro Gordo and Arch of San 
Pedro (in 1924 the square was opened up 
at two points for the new road, but neither 
of these two streets existed until then). 
Lastly, the Pueblas Baja and Alta were also 
enclosed by arches and walls, giving the 
village control over security and trade and 
the image of a medieval fortress.

38

Arch of Sevilla

and that which most surprises tourists: Calle Ruperto Cordero. This street, adorned 
with hanging baskets under its wood-framed doorways, is probably the best example of 
the special features of Guadalupe's traditional architecture and is one of the most 
recognisable views of La Puebla.

Calle Ruperto Cordero will take us to a pretty porticoed square, Fuente de los Tres 
Chorros, with the fountain of the same name in the centre. This fountain is, along with 
that in Plaza Principal, the most important for the village and its urban planning, as the 
area of Puebla Baja is organised around it and its small square, of which the fountain, 
along with its gates, are its most important features. Today it is connected to the water 
supply network, but in years past it was connected to the network of fountains of the Arca 
del Agua (which we will see later, on the Stone and Water tour), of which it was one of its 
main outlets, as is shown in the sketch of the medieval codex.

The fountain has a circular pillar underneath for the animal trough and a central pillar 
with three spouts. The central pillar is made of stone, octagonal, and has three grotesque 
faces carved at the top, with big, pointy ears. Large iron spouts protrude out from their 
mouths, through which the water comes out, which can be explained by the difficulty of 
getting to them due to the large diameter of the lower pillar. An outer channel used to go 
around the bottom of this pillar, which collected the water that overflowed from the 
fountain and channelled it downhill to wash the Calle del Tinte when there weren't any 
drains. This channel was removed as part of the last road works carried out here and 
replaced by a gutter.

From here we will continue along Calle Sevilla, another of the most well-known and 
traditional streets in Guadalupe, which, just before it leads out onto the Plaza de Santa 
María, will take us under the Arch of Sevilla and next to the house of Gregorio López, 
a distinguished citizen of La Puebla who was a member of the Council of the Indies.

Once we are back in the Plaza de Santa María we will again see the impressive main 
façade of the Royal Monastery. You have to bear in mind that until the middle of the 14th 

La Puebla
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La Puebla

Calle Ruperto Cordero
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Traditional Architecture in Guadalupe

Many of the houses in La Puebla were owned by the monastery and in quite 
a lot of cases they weren't used exactly as housing, but as shops, inns, wine 
shops, pharmacies and other establishments which provided services for 
the many pilgrims and outsiders who came to the sanctuary. These 
buildings were located exactly in the streets in which today we can see 
houses fronted by arcades, which in turn corresponded to the traditional 
entrances to La Puebla. Guadalupe was the site of the extraordinary 
phenomenon that is pilgrimage, the arrival of visitors who entered by one of 
the historic roads and gave a reason for the arcades: a space between the 
public of the street and the private of the home, protected from rain and sun, 
creating a place for trade and to provide the growing influx of visitors the 
services they required. This arcade was built, as happens in traditional 
architecture, in the technically simplest way, which meant the vertical 
positioning of the wood available (chiefly chestnut), with supports and 
beams sticking out from the facade, making a space that isn't found in 
other areas of La Puebla or in other villages in the region.
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Fortress and Temple

Originally, the sanctuary was completely enclosed by a stone wall 9 metres high and 2 metres 
thick. The complex was finished off by a series of defensive towers of which eleven can be 
seen today, some built later. Some are not exactly defensive, but semi-circular buttresses, 
finished off like towers, to strengthen the walls. Located on the southern side of the 
monastery, the clock tower or tower of Santa Ana, which is 36 m high, together with the guard 
tower, frame the present façade of the monastery; both were joined on the outside to the 
original wall. They are on the gospel side of the church; the clock tower is closer to the head 
and the guard tower nearer the bottom. As a result of the construction of the new access to the 

thtemple in the 15  century both towers are now incorporated into the new façade of the 
monastery, forming a single block from which they stand out due to their height. 

Main façade of the monastery
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Once we are back in the Plaza de Santa María we will again see the impressive main 
façade of the Royal Monastery. You have to bear in mind that until the middle of the 
14th century the Sanctuary of Guadalupe had a defensive function and was a real 
Alcazaba (castle), as is still reflected in the imposing clock tower (or Tower of Santa Ana) 
to the right and the guard tower (Tower of La Portería) to the left. The rest of the façade 
you can see corresponds to the alterations undertaken during the priory of Father Yáñez 
(between 1389 and 1412), which was the start of the period in which the Order of the 
Hieronymites ran the Monastery. With these alterations, among other things, this new 
main access from the south was built, from the Plaza de Santa María, connecting the 
growing village and the monastery, with the courtyard raised up as a forecourt. In this way 
the first entrance to the temple disappeared, which was probably located to the 
southwest, and the works were exploited to give a more appropriate appearance to the 
complex, less defensive and more artistic, with a gothic-style façade and Mudejar 
construction, which would be the new reference point for pilgrims. The gothic-Mudejar 
rose window of the transept can be seen in the façade and the arches with the 
entrances to the temple. The original embossed bronze doors made by Paolo de 
Colonia were moved to the museum and replaced by resin replicas. Finally, the façade 
as you see it today is the result of various restoration projects by the Directorate General 

th
of Fine Arts during the 20  century.

After passing by the Plaza de Santa María and the main façade of the monastery, we will 
carry on towards Puebla Alta, passing the Hospital of San Juan Bautista, where the 
famous Medical School would be developed and which is now part of the Parador Hotel of 
Guadalupe. Opposite this is the church of La Santísima Trinidad, also known as Iglesia 
Nueva or Iglesia de Churriguera, after the architect who designed it, built in the first half 

thof the 18  century under the sponsorship of Pedro Nuño Manuel Florentín Colón y 
Portugal, Duke of Veragua and a minister of King Felipe V. Whilst within a complex as 
outstanding as that of the Monastery of Guadalupe this church can go unnoticed, it is a 
beautiful example of baroque architecture, rationally designed by a great architect.

On the other side of the street, a few metres along, giving continuity to the Hospital of San

La Puebla
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The Old Colegio de Infantes or Humanidades

This was built as a grammar school between 1509 and 1512, during the priory of Juan de Azpeitia, 
and was finished and entered into use in 1516. The Hieronymites carried out important cultural 
work in Guadalupe, accommodating in the classrooms of this school scholarship students who 
would receive lessons in theology, humanities, grammar, singing and other subjects, at that time 
quite uncommon and even considered profane. The students were subjected to strict disciplines of 
prayer and education: at four in the morning they would be woken by the morning chimes to attend 
mass before prayers in worship of the Virgin. Classes and studies of singing, Latin and humanities 
took up the rest of the morning until lunch, which was eaten, after grace was sung, in the strictest 
silence broken only by the reading of some sacred text. Notable figures who studied here include 
the Cardinal of Loaisa, Archbishop of Sevilla and President of the Council of the Indies in the time 
of Carlos V. The school operated until 1835 and after the sale of church lands passed into the 
hands of the Marquis of La Romana, who used it as a palace until its abandonment. It was 
subsequently acquired by the State and turned into a National Parador Hotel.
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Juan Bautista and also forming part of the Parador Hotel of Guadalupe, we find the old 
school, the Colegio de Los Infantes or Humanidades. It has a pretty Mudejar central 
courtyard, well preserved, which is worth visiting. One of the outlets of the network of 
fountains of the Arca del Agua reached here, according to the sketch in the medieval 
codex that describes it.

Continuing along Calle Nueva de los Capellanes and walking along the eastern side of 
ththe Monastery we will see a beautiful Mudejar arcade, built in the 15  century, which is 

the façade of the so-called Casas de Los Capellanes. These houses were built by the 
Monastery when the Calle Nueva was mapped out to renovate the urban framework of 
this area. Inside the arcade you can still see the gothic doors built from moulded brick 
that give access to the various houses. At the end of the arcade you will find the Arch of 
San Pedro, the last of the three medieval gates that sealed off the area of the square, 
which, once you have gone under it and turned right, will take you into Puebla Alta. Next 
we will start going up Calle Real, where you will soon find the Hospital of Mujeres, 
which, although it is now a privately-owned property so you can't go inside, does have a 
lovely pointed arch over its doorway, framed by alfiz panels and supported over imposts 
decorated with plant motifs.  

Halfway up Calle Real it is worth turning off to the right at the Plaza de Gil Cordero and 
walking along Calle Viña Mayor until you reach a small park, Parque de la Constitución. 
All this section of the walk and the park itself offers unsurpassable views of the east side 
of the monastic complex and the mountain ranges surrounding it, including the imposing 
crag known as Risco de la Villuerca. Going back on ourselves to Calle Real and continuing 
up it, we will take the first street on the left, going past the Hospital of San Sebastián, 
of which today only the doorway is of note, as the building underwent huge alterations 
when it was turned into housing. From here we will go down Calle San Sebastián into 
the Plaza de la Pasión, where we will find the hospital of the same name, now 
converted into housing. This Hospital of La Pasión was managed by a brotherhood also 
of the same name, established by “cristianos viejos” (old Christians), which carried out 
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The Hospitals in Guadalupe

The concept of hospital in the Middle Ages differed greatly from that of today, as rather than medical 
centres they were places to give shelter to pilgrims: water, salt, a seat round the fire, food and 
sometimes a bed. The hospitals next to the first church of Guadalupe are mentioned in the first third 

th thof the 13  century. But in the 14  century the Hospital de San Juan Bautista was built in La Puebla, 
which was dedicated to curing the sick, and others appeared in succession along with the monastery 
pharmacy and the famous Medical School, which arose under the protection of the monastic centre 

th at the end of the Middle Ages. In the 15 century there were four important hospitals in Guadalupe: 
that of San Juan Bautista or Hombres (men), that of Las Mujeres (women), the Monastery Infirmary 
and that of La Pasión, all aimed at treating illnesses and where medical attention was greatly above 
average for the time. The monks even managed to get papal exemption to practice medicine and 
surgery, activities initially forbidden for them. Along with these hospitals there were others that 
didn't belong to the monastery which were more like refuges: those of María Andrés or Pero Diente; 
San Sebastián; San Bartolomé, Las Beatas Mayor; Santiago and Santa María de la O.

Imposts of the entrance of the Hospital of Mujeres
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out acts of charity, such as burying pilgrims who died during their journey to Guadalupe or 
people who were executed and giving shelter to poor pilgrims. But from 1498 the building 
underwent improvements and the Monastery equipped it with several beds for the 
treatment of people with syphilis.

From here we will continue our route along the Calle Pasión up to Calle Logroño, where 
we will come across some houses that share a large stone wall. It is believed that the 
prison of the Inquisition used to be behind this wall during the time that the Holy Office 
acted in Puebla de Guadalupe, where it had two courts; one for the locals and another for 
the monks. Its actions caused a serious decrease in the village's population, due to the 
terrible events that at the end of 1485 led to over two hundred Jewish families resident in 
Guadalupe being burned at the stake, in many cases, and expulsed, in others. The 
confiscated property of these citizens, condemned as heretics, largely paid for the 
construction of the Hospedería Real (royal quarters), today disappeared, for the use of 
the Catholic Kings in their frequent visits to the Monastery. These events were the first 
actions we have evidence of by a court of the Inquisition in Extremadura.  

Leaving behind this dark part of Spanish history, we will continue our route until we reach 
the wall that surrounded the vegetable gardens of the Royal Monastery. Here, in one 
of the houses inside the walls, you will find the Barba González family's traditional 
nativity scene display, a private collection but one you can visit and which is well worth 
doing so. Afterwards we will change direction southwards, following the Calle 
Corredera, which runs parallel to the vegetable garden wall: most monasteries had a 
vegetable garden in which the monks worked, an area outside the monastery but still 
enclosed by large walls which kept them separate from the villagers. Most religious 
orders also had the Benedictine rule of “ora et labora” (prayer and work) as their motto, 
which meant this area was very important to the life of the cloister, often representing the 
only possibility of going outside the monastery.

Continuing along this wall we will come to Calle Fray Eloy Uribe, which we will follow 
down its steep descent, until turning left into the car park for the Royal Monastery's
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Gothic Cloister

The Gothic Cloister, also known as that of the Enfermería (inf irmary) or Botica (pharmacy), is 
made up of the pavilion of the monastery's old infirmary, the new cloister built between 1519 
and 1535 and other related constructions. Under its courtyard there is a large aljibe or tank, 
made by Juan Torollo in 1523, which takes up a lot of the courtyard. The tank was supplied with 
water captured in the Arca del Agua and was the monastery's most important water supply. It 
seems that the tank was made inside the actual hole, the slates of the site were cut out to 
extract the stone for the work and bitumen was used to seal it. Torollo, master of masonry and 
“plumber” (the trade of making fountains and therefore everything related to the capture, 
distribution and storage of water), worked in the service of the Duke of Alba and, in his day, was 
considered the best in Spain at his trade. As well as working in Guadalupe he worked in the 
cities of Valladolid, Córdoba, Ciudad Rodrigo and Coria. He built the tanks of the Convent of San 
Esteban in Salamanca and in 1531 made the way to transport water to Cuenca.

Gothic cloister
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Hospedería (guest quarters) and going up to its entrance, next to the Tower of Las 
Palomas in the western façade of the monastery. The present guest quarters occupy the 
Gothic cloister, also called that of the Enfermería (infirmary) or Botica (pharmacy), and 
some adjoining rooms, as, as we have already said, the original Royal Quarters 
disappeared years ago, its last remains being demolished to enable access to the new 
road.

From here all that remains is to go down the steps to the guest quarters until we reach 
Avenida de Alfonso Onceno, where we will turn left to return to Plaza de Santa María, 
the start and end point of our route.
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