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Introduction
The Monfragüe national park is located in the middle of the biosphere reserve. The
Arabs termed Al Monfrag; the "monte fragoso” (rough mountain), is one of the
national jewels of Mediterranean forest. We will visit the castle and experience the rich
social life of vultures in Peñafalcón; we will also visit a cardinal bridge and a royal villa
founded for the surveillance of these mountains which is also home to large eagles.

Notes
Torrejón el Rubio Tourism O .
927 455 292

Did you know that...?
Monfragüe was declared a
Natural Park in 1979 after
years of environmental
movement struggle, thereby
becoming the ﬁrst protected
area of Extremadura
which was later given the
category of a
National Park
in 2007.
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Torrejón el Rubio Tourism O ce

Monfragüe castle

The tour starts in Torrejón el Rubio. We can get more
information about the park at its tourism o ce. From here we
enter the protected area crossing the shores of arroyo de la
Vid (stream) with the Monfragüe and Corchuelas
mountain ranges dominating the skyline. Our ﬁrst stop is at
the parking area set up to go up to the castle. We will get
there on foot to enjoy the ﬁrst and probably the most
spectacular views of the park.
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We descend from the castle to enter more deeper into park
making a quick stop at the Salto del Gitano viewpoint, with a
view of Peñafalcón from a di erent perspective to that
obtained from the castle which is also very beautiful. Here we
can enjoy the ﬂight of the gri on vultures and spot some of
the most emblematic species of the park such as the black
stork: it is important to carry binoculars to increase the
chances of sighting.

Peñafalcón
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This is the name of the
rocky pinnacle on the
Salto del Gitano gorge on
the banks of the Tagus river
which acts as a gigantic door of the
national park. It probably has some
of the best viewpoints for birdwatching in the Iberian peninsula,
mainly Gri on vultures with almost
half a thousand population. It also
has Egyptian vultures, black storks,
peregrine falcons...
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La umbría
The north face of the
Monfragüe and La Corchuela
mountain ranges is known as La
Umbría. The vegetation here
contrasts with that of La Solana
or the south face: cork oak, gall
oak, maple of Montpellier and
terebinth with an understory of
heather, laurustinus, strawberry
tree, myrtle, butcher's broom...
We can explore
it by taking the
3 section of the
Red route
between La
fuente del
Francés and the
castle.
Laurustinus

Notes
We continue along the Umbría road which runs parallel to the
Tagus river up to the bridge crossing it where the Francés
fountain is located; upstream we will see the Cardenal bridge,
semi-submerged after the works of the reservoir. Later we
proceed to Villarreal de San Carlos, the nerve centre of the
park; here we can visit the Nature and Water interpretation
centres and get more information at the visitors reception centre.

Cardenal bridge

FIO (Villarreal de San Carlos)

Did you know that...?
The Francés fountain owes its
name to Alain Jönsson, a
young 22 year old French
cameraman who lost his life
at that place on 24th April
1979 while attempting to
rescue a falcon that had fallen
into the waters of the Tagus
river. In this way, the fountain
always pays tribute to his
heroic act.
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Every year in the end of February The
International Birdwatching Fair (FIO) is held in
Villarreal de San Carlos. It is the most important event
of Southern Europe of its type. Tourism professionals of
nature and bird-watching, destinations, optical material
manufacturers, conservationists, institutions, etc, meet here.
It is complemented with nature activities and workshops for
the general public.

Villarreal Visitor Centre
927 199 134
FIO
www.ﬁoextremadura.es
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Francés fountain
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Notes
Monfragüe National Park
www.magrama.gob.es/es/red-parques-nacionales/

Alzando el vuelo
www.aguilaimperial.org

Guided tours

We continue our tour along the Saltos de Torrejón road
passing through El Charco del Inﬁerno, a spectacular meander
formed by the Tiétar river, and the Fuente de los Tres Caños,
until reaching the Tajadilla. Here we can park and use the bird
observatory as the cli s on the other side of the river o er
good opportunities to spot Gri on vulture, Egyptian vulture,
black stork... and Bonelli's eagle with some luck.

There are three main foot trails that can
either be done in full or in parts: Red route (10.5
km) between Villarreal de San Carlos and the
castle; Yellow route (8.5 km) between Villarreal up to
La Tajadilla viewpoint and Green route (7.5 km)
between Arroyo de Malvecino and Cerro Gimio. In
addition there are other peripheral trails which are also
marked by colours: Brown, Pink, Blue, etc.

Arroyo Malvecino trail
and the Fuente del
Francés trail, both
having platform of
500 meters length;
they are adapted
for people with
di erent abilities,
reduced mobility
and blind,
equipped with
posters in braille and
guide pivots.
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Main sights...
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Tiétar River from The Higuerilla

Did you know that...?
The Iberian imperial eagle
(Aquila adalberti) is the
most threatened rapacious
in Europe with its only
habitat in the south-west
quadrant of the peninsula;
one of the undisputed stars
of the park, where its
population
remains stable
with 12
breeding
pairs.

We will continue across the dam visiting the viewpoints of
Malavuelta, the Báscula and the Higuerilla until back again
running parallel to the river till we ﬁnd the observatory
dedicated to the black stork, which usually nests on the other
shore a few hundred meters from here. Later we will arrive at
Portilla del Tiétar, one of the other privileged places for the
observation of birds in the park, where it is very likely for us to
get a chance to see the majestic Iberian imperial eagles.
Monfragüe is one of the national sanctuaries
for birdwatching and from its many
observatories and viewpoints one can spot most
emblematic species such as the black vulture (400
pairs), imperial eagle (12 pairs), gri on vulture (800 pairs),
golden eagle (6-7 pairs) bonelli's eagle (6-7 pairs), egyptian
vulture (30 pairs) or black stork (30 pairs). But it also has
an interesting community of cli -nesting birds such as
ca er swift, chough, black rock thrush... and forest birds
such as lesser spotted woodpecker, hawﬁnch or bullﬁnch.
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Francés fountain
signposting

Iberian
imperial eagle
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From the Portilla, we move along the lovely forest of Umbría
that soon will be transformed into a meadow of cork oaks,
some ash trees and oaks, until we reach the Serrejón crossroad. Finally there we will continue in this case watching the
north face of the park formed by reliefs of La Herguijuela and
Serrejón mountain ranges.

Guided tours

Notes
ATUMON
www.turismomonfrague.com

Did you know that...?

Black Stork Observatory
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Portilla del Tiétar

Apart from birds, the park also
has an interesting community
of mammals with the presence
of otters, wild boars, mountain
cats, genets, mongooses and
especially deer whose "braying"
or rutting in the park is
spectacular.

G
ui
de
d

A good option to see the park is to hire the
services of any of the specialised companies
that operate in the area: guided tours for groups, in
4x4, bird watchers, deer rutting season... and a lot of
other activities about which you can get information at
the Monfragüe Tourism Association (ATUMON). There is
also a free guided tours service on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays prior registration at the Villarreal visitor centre by
calling 927 199 134.

Deer
Rutting
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Golden eagle
Aquila chrysaetos

Common crane
Grus grus

Hawﬁnch
Coccothraustes Coccothraustes

Black stork
Ciconia nigra

Peregrine falcon
Falco peregrinus

Black vulture
Aegypius monachus

Black rock thrush
Monticola solitarius

Iberian imperial eagle
Aquila adalberti

Bonelli's eagle
Hieraaetus fasciatus

Golden oriole
Oriolus oriolus
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Lesser spotted woodpecker
Dendrocopos minor

Genet
Genetta genetta

Otter
Lutra lutra
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