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Introduction
Following the course of the Jerte river we enter the Cherry valley, one of the most
typical landscapes of north Extremadura and no doubt the one with most
personality. We will travel amid mountains to see the traditions and landscapes of
this beautiful region, which amazes with its vegetation, abundance of water and its
agricultural heritage, that has transformed it into a place of international repute with
its ﬂagship product, the picota cherry.

Notes
www.plasencia.es
Municipal Tourism o ce
Tel: 927 423 843

Did you know that...?
The "Martes Mayor"
Festival of Regional Tourist
Interest is held on the ﬁrst
Tuesday of August in the
plaza of Plasencia; with
traditional market of
fruits and vegetables,
crafts and a
national contest of
drummers.

52

Tamborilero
(drummer)

Cathedral

City wall

The tour starts at Plasencia, a monumental city known as the
capital of Jerte, whose historical importance is evidenced in its
remarkable heritage (see Plasencia tour, page 16). The tourism
o ce of Santa Clara, next to the cathedral, o ers us several
options to visit the city: City wall route, Coat of Arms route,
Convents route... La Isla (island) is one of the other distinctive
places of Plasencia, a green space surrounded by the waters of
Jerte can be a wonderful starting point in our tour of this river.
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We enter the valley along the N-110 and divert to the town of
Casas del Castañar, where we can see the ﬁrst signs of the
typical popular architecture of Jerte region. We continue to
ascend and pass through Cabrero, until reaching Piornal, the
highest altitude town of Extremadura (1175 m), famous for its
vast cherry tree cultivation and, of course, for Jarramplas.

Cascada del Caozo (Valdastillas)
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In the Jerte valley
everything is water;
gorges, pools, waterfalls or
cascades, ditches... There are
few towns that do not have
natural pools to enjoy bathing in the
cold waters of its gorges or in the
Jerte river itself. There is also the
Valle del Jerte Spa hotel in
Valdastillas to enjoy the spring
water and spa treatments on o er.

Now we go down up to Valdastillas, stopping about 2 km
before reaching the village to see the spectacular Caozo
waterfalls in the Bonal gorge which can be reached through an
asphalted road on our right. After reaching the village we can
see wonderful examples of frame architecture that we will also
see up in the valley in our next stop: In Navaconcejo, we will
stroll through the Calle Real, an important street of the village in
times gone by decorated with a beautiful cross.
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Jarramplas
Jarramplas is celebrated on
19th and 20th January, in
Piornal in honour of San
Sebastian. Declared as a
Festival of Regional Tourist
Interest, it is an emblem of
Piornal identity and one of the
most amazing celebrations
that you can witness:
Jarramplas, wearing a
multitude of
coloured strips
and his demonic
mask passes
through the
streets of the
village playing
the drum while
the crowd
throws volleys of
turnips at him.

Notes
Senderos
www.senderosdelsistemacentral.com

Balneario Valle del Jerte Hotel
www.balneariovalledeljerte.com

927 633 000

Did you know that...?

Common trout (Salmo trutta)
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Frame architecture in Navaconcejo

Typical dishes are calderetas y asados de cabrito
(kid roast and stew), sausages and the famous
tasajos: lean strips of goat, beef or pork dressed with
paprika, garlic and salt, and then dried. Also popular dishes
like patatas revolcás (mashed potatoes with paprika and
cold meats) sopas canas (breadcrumbs with milk) and
tomato soups; migas (breadcrumbs) and the famous fried or
marinated Jerte trout. And of course the picota cherry, the
main protagonist of the annual Gastronomic Events held in
the months of June and July.

Amid mountains and cherry trees: Valle del Jerte

Barrado and Casas del
Castañar villages still have
trees which have been declared
as unique: in the ﬁrst we can
ﬁnd the Roble de la Solana
(Oak tree) and in the second
we can see the Castaños de
Escondelobos, de la fuente de
las Escobanchas and del
Realengo (Chestnut trees). In
both cases the routes
are signposted and
approved
.
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927 472 558
Cabezuela del Valle

Main sights...
The ideal thing to do to see
the blossoming of more
than one million cherry
trees in the valley is to take a
tour of all the villages. A
good option is the Mirador
de la Memoria (viewpoint),
ascending to El Torno, in the
upper reaches of the town
and later visiting Rebollar,
which also o er magniﬁcent
views of the region.

Did you know that...?

Water current
Obstacle

Bedrock

Dragging material

The marmitas
de gigante
(potholes) or
"pilones" are
cavities on
granite
caused due
to river
erosion. The
Garganta de
los Inﬁernos
has many
hollow pools
which are
ideal for
bathing.

The blossoming of cherry trees is the time of
greatest tourist inﬂux and is probably the most
well-known in the whole country. During this time
practically the whole valley is painted in white.
Depending on the weather conditions it usually lasts
about ten days between mid-March and early April, and
during this time they hold festivals, tastings, routes, etc. It is
acknowledged as a Festival of National Tourist Interest.

Cherry Museum (Cabezuela del Valle)

Los Pilones (Garganta de los Inﬁernos)

Jerte town is our next destination, while before reaching there it
is suggested to visit the Garganta de los Inﬁernos (Hells Gorge)
natural reserve. At the interpretation centre there we can get
timely information on what to see. The village also has the
typical popular frame architecture, especially in de los Bueyes
neighbourhood, Coronel Golfín street and Plaza de la
Independencia and its surroundings.
La Garganta de los Inﬁernos is the most
important protected area of the valley and one
of the most remarkable in Extremadura and it is
it's only Natural Reserve. It is spread over 6927
hectares and is the habitat of native species like the
common trout, dipper, European honey-buzzard or
Spanish ibex. It has many marked routes for
hiking or mountain biking, although its
most acknowledgeable and visited place
are the spectacular potholes of los
Pilones; but it is important to note that
one needs to trek on foot to get there.

Potholes
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Honey-buzzard

Tourism o ce
www.turismovalledeljerte.com

Our tour continues in Cabezuela del Valle, a village which has
been declared a Historical Site. It has narrow streets with
popular frame architecture built with chestnut wood, oak
wood and adobe. And precisely the Museo de la Cereza
(Cherry Musuem) is located in a house with this construction
style. It is a must visit if you want to understand the relevance of
this crop in the whole valley.
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Finally, we arrive at Tornavacas, the last stop on our tour. The
town has a strong tradition of livestock farming linked to
transhumance and its mountain pass is an obligatory route to
reach the adjoining area of Castillan Ávila. It is well worth to
continue climbing up to 1274 m, as it o ers an exceptional view
of the entire valley nestled between the Tormantos and Béjar
mountain ranges.

Jerte

Natural Reserve Get Active

Notes
TUJERTE Association
www.vallecereza.com
http://vcereza.blogspot.com.es
SOPRODEVAJE
www.valledeljerte.net
Jerte Cherry Protected
Denomination of Origin
www.cerezadeljerte.org

View of the valley from the pass
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The Jerte valley and in particular La Garganta
de los Inﬁernos, o er numerous leisure activities in
nature: Hiking, horse riding or electric car routes,
descend from ravines, canoeing, mtb... At the TUJERTE
tourism association you can get information about all of
them. Do not hesitate and get active!
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Otoñada: Chestnut trees, oak trees and
cherry trees with ochre, yellow and red colour
tinge the slopes of the valley.
Santa Lucía: 13th December in Valdastillas.
Wild Mushrooms: Huge variety and quality
of mushrooms can be found throughout the
valley.
San Lucas: 18th October in El Torno.

Spring
Cherry Blossom Festival: Held between mid
March and early April. Every year in two villages
of the valley.
Noche del Fuego (Night of Fire): 2nd May in
Tornavacas, large bonﬁres in the streets.
Trout: The ﬁshing season starts in spring in the
Jerte river and its gorges.
Easter: Celebrated all over the region and
especially in Cabezuela with burning of Judas.
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Winter
Jarramplas: 19th and 20th January in Piornal.
El Taraballo: 20th January in Navaconcejo.
Calbotes: 1st November, All Saints' Day, It is a
tradition in the valley to go to the countryside to
make calbotes (roast chestnuts).
Snow: The summits of the mountain ranges
and often the valley are covered in snow. A
paradise for lovers of mountain climbing.

Summer
Martes Mayor (Special Tuesday): The ﬁrst
Tuesday of August in Plasencia; market and
folklore.
Natural Pools: Throughout the valley, the best
way to cool the summer.
International Folk Music Festival: Held in
Plasencia during the last weekend of August.
Gastronomic Events: Picota cherry in June
and July as part of the celebration of Cerecera.
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